
10:30

12:00 - 1:30

1:30 - 1:45

1:45 - 2:45

#1 - Applying a Public Health 

Lens to Behavioral Health in 

Montana: Public Health in 

Behavioral Health 101

(Purple denotes PHN 

Section endorsed sessions)

 Sanitization of Piercing 

Tools & Jewelry

DEQ #1: Upcoming Rule and 

Circular Changes

Innovative Approaches to 

Preventing Youth Marijuana 

Use through Data, Policy, 

and Outreach

Collaborative Partnerships: 

Perspectives on the 

Academic-Practice 

Partnership between 

University of Montana and 

local health departments.

2:45 - 3:00

3:00 - 3:30

Defining climate resilience 

and how it can be used to 

protect people experiencing 

housing insecurity in 

Montana

Montana Public Health 

Wage Study

Safe Practices in the Piercing 

Room 

Talking Health in the 406 

Podcast

Data That's Engaging for All - 

Utilizing Alternative 

Technologies to Present and 

Disseminate Health 

Surveillance Data

Montana Violent Death 

Reporting System - 

Providing Innovative Death 

Data for Research, Study, 

and Prevention

Power of Words in the 

Workplace

3:30 - 3:45

3:45 - 4:45

Cultural Wellness Practices 

for Indigenous Led Public 

Health

Pathway to Pathways 

Recognition: an Overview of 

the Montana Pathways 

Learning Collaborative 

Preventing restaurant 

outbreaks through the lens 

of surveillance

Smurfit-Stone: The puzzling 

path to clean up a former 

pulp mill

bRIGHT choices - the 

possibility of a well-

informed community 

regarding substance use 

4:45 - 5:45

Breakout Session #2 (30 minutes)

Transition

Breakout Session #3 (60 minutes)

Welcome Networking Social 

Hosted by University of Montana School of Public and Community Health Sciences

Transition

Day 1 | Monday, April 1

Registration

Opening Plenary

Plated lunch included. 

Welcome: Confluence | HS Gov Tech | Host Community

Opening Keynote: Christian Takes Gun Parrish

Join us in celebrating the Power of Possibility with a message of positivity, hope, and resilience with Supaman's "Good Medicine".

Transition

Breakout Session #1 (60 minutes)



6:30 - 8:00 

7:30

8:00 - 8:45

8:45 - 10:30

10:30 - 10:45

10:45 - 11:45

Increasing Licensed 

Establishment Fees -- 2025 

Legislature  

School-Based Relationship 

Violence Prevention: 

Opportunities and 

Challenges

Community Health Workers 

in Public Health - Building 

Resilience and Addressing 

Health Needs in Yellowstone 

County

DEQ #2: Using 
Exemptions/Exclusions

Strategic Communications 

That Strengthen Your 

Culture, Attract and Retain 

Employees, and Gain 

Community Support

The ABCs of 340B

11:45 - 12:00

12:00 - 1:00

1:00 - 1:15

1:15 - 2:30

Syphilis in the Reproductive 

Lifespan: Montana 

Epidemiology, Challenges, 

and Lessons Learned

Building Community 

Partnership Through 

Strategic Storytelling to 

Advance Policies

Nitrate Contamination of 

Seeley Lake's groundwater: 

History and Regulatory 

Complexities

Igniting a Regional Response 

to Overdose: Fueling Sparks 

of Harm Reduction Across 

Montana

Bridging the Gap: Taking 

community health 

assessment data from DRAB 

to PHAB approved!

Climate Variability & Food 

Safety

2:30 - 2:45

2:45 - 3:45

Membership Luncheons

AMPHO & MPHA | MEHA

Transition

Breakout Session #5 (75 minutes)

Transition

Breakout Session #6 (60 minutes)

Transition 

High School Public Health Careers

Missoula County Public Schools - Students in Health Sciences 

Must register in advance to attend.

Day 2 |Tuesday, April 2

Breakfast served.

Breakfast Roundtable Discussions

General Session: The Power of Possibility Panel

Welcome - Shawn Hinz, Confluence President and Todd Harwell, Administrator, DPHHS - PHSD

Ella Greene-Morton - President, American Public Health Association

Tom Butts, MSc, REHS - President, National Environmental Health Association

Dr. Keith Coleman - Public Health Accreditation Board, VIce President of Communications and Public Affairs

Moderated by MPHA President, A.C. Rothenbuecher, MPH

Transition

Breakout Session #4 (60 minutes)



Community Storytelling 

Through Needs Assessment: 

Understanding Rural Health 

Needs from the People Who 

Live There

#2 - Applying a Public Health 

Lens to Behavioral Health in 

Montana: A Toolkit for 

Addressing Behavioral 

Health for Public Health 

Practitioners

New Sanitarian - Outbreak 

Simulation Activity. 

2:30 - 4:00 

DEQ #3: DEQ's Approach to 

Reviewing an Application

On TRACK for Success: 

Introducing TRAIN Montana 

for the Public Health 

Workforce

Babies and Brains and 

Climate Change, Oh My!

Calm in Chaos: Navigating 

Stress Responses for 

Nervous System Harmony 

3:45 - 5:00

5:30 - 7:30

7:30 - 8:30 

8:30 - 8:45

8:45 - 9:45

Poster Session

Supporting the Sexual and Reproductive Health of Montana’s Youth | Quality Improvements in Severe Hypertension in Pregnancy: Challenges and Opportunities in the Remote Implementation of a Patient 

Safety Bundle | Reshaping Montana’s Air Quality Monitoring Network through Government and Academic Collaboration | Engaging Patients in Practice Improvements: Patients’ perspectives on postpartum 

care in Montana | Data That’s Engaging for All- Utilizing Alternative Technologies to Present and Disseminate Health Surveillance Data | Tobacco Education Specialist’s role in the environmental health 

impact of electronic cigarettes | Impact of the Mobile Health Training Program on Nursing Student Interest in Rural Health | Reimagining Physical Activity Interventions to Improve Health and Social 

Connectedness among Native American Older Adults | Leveraging cross-sector partnerships to design an effective and empowering indoor air quality intervention study | The Role of Missoula Community 

Health Workers in Addressing Social Determinants of Health | Trends of Vaccine-Preventable Diseases in Montana | Finding the best methods for assessing the effect of wildfires on Hypertensive Disorders of 

Pregnancy | Wilderness Based Approaches to Montanan Mental Healthcare: A Prospective Analysis | Behavioral Responses to wildfire smoke in Western Montana | Cumulative Health Risk Assessment of 

Private Well Water Consumption across Montana

Appetizers served.

Atrium

----

MPHA Public Health Nurse Section Social

(4:00 - 5:00)

Room TBD

Joint MEHA/ MPHA Awards Banquet

Dinner served at 5:30

Day 3 | Wednesday, April 3

Networking breakfast and room checkout | Ballroom BCD

Confluence, AMPHO, MEHA, MPHA Joint Board Meeting | Ballroom A

Transition

Breakout Session #7 (60 minutes)



Conflict De-escalation Uniting Efforts: Emergency 

Preparedness & Health 

Equity in Rural and Frontier 

Communities

Identifying and Describing 

Historical and 

Contemporary Structural 

Violence within Montana to 

Improve Health 

Lessons Learned from 

Gallatin County's Morel 

Mushroom Outbreak

Sudden Cardiac Arrest - A 

Community Health Problem 

Needing a Community 

Response

Living Well in the 

Community: The value of a 

goal oriented, disability 

centered evidence-based 

intervention.

Elevating Team Dynamics 

through Appreciation  

9:45 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

Trends of Vaccine-

Preventable Diseases in 

Montana

Reshaping Montana's Air 

Quality Monitoring Network 

through Government and 

Academic Collaboration

The Role of Missoula 

Community Health Workers 

in Addressing Social 

Determinants of Health

Tobacco Education 

Specialist's role in the 

environmental health 

impact of electronic 

cigarettes

Existing Assets, Lingering 

Issues – A New Paradigm for 

Military Medicine as a Public 

Health Resource

Accessing Public Health Data 

through Montana 

Community Health Insights 

dashboard

Surveillance for congenital 

syphilis using the Montana 

Fetal Death Certificate, 2017 

- 2023 

10:30 - 10:45

10:45 - 11:45

Whose Got the Meats - 

Meat Regulation Panel 

Medicaid Unwinding & 

Medicaid Expansion Sunset

#3 - Applying a Public Health 

Lens to Behavioral Health in 

Montana: Public Health 

Leading Behavioral Health

DEQ #4: Common Submittal 

Mistakes

11:45 - 12:15

Breakout Session #8 (30 minutes)

Transition

Breakout Session #9 (60 minutes)

Closing - Atrium

Thank you - Presidents | AMPHO, MEHA, MPHA
This nursing continuing professional development activity was approved by Montana Nurses Association, an accredited approver with distinction by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.

Successful completion of this professional development activity will include attendance of activities and completion of an evaluation.

Transition


